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Building the Ark: Why BC Needs a New Law to Protect Our Biological Richness From Habitat Loss And Climate Change
__________________________________________________
BC’s Special Place on the Planet
British Columbia is blessed with an exceptional diversity of wildlife on par with the Serengeti and the Great Barrier Reef. We are Canada’s richest province, biologically; home to 76 per cent of the nation’s bird species, 70 per cent of its freshwater fish species, and thousands of other animals and plants. Well over 3,600 species call B.C. home, and many of these, such as mountain goat and mountain caribou, live mostly – or only – in the province. Most remarkably, unlike most places in North America, B.C. still has all of the large and charismatic mega-fauna that were present at the time of European settlement, including grizzly bears, wolverines, wolves, and cougars.  Indeed, the province is now the last safe-haven for most of the large animals left on the continent. For example, grizzlies still roam, feed and breed in the archipelago and adjacent mainland valleys of the Great Bear Rainforest, whereas in California, this majestic bruin is now only found as an image on the state’s flag, having long been eliminated from the wild. 
BC has a rich legacy to protect, yet the experts tell us that hundreds of plants and animals are at risk, including rare desert flowers, orca whales, great blue herons and many song birds
.  The loss of biodiversity impacts not just the production of economic commodities like the food we eat, the timber we build our homes from, and the medicines that we use to heal ourselves, but many ecosystem services (e.g., water supply, climate regulation, pollination) that directly sustain the health and well-being of our communities.   For example, declines in the populations of bees, butterflies and other pollinators as a result of habitat destruction, pesticide use and invasive pests have been estimated to cost farmers millions of dollars each year in reduced crop yields.
BC’s policies for endangered wildlife and ecosystems need to be reformed
British Columbia is one of only two provinces in Canada that lacks stand-alone endangered species legislation, the province choosing instead to rely on existing wildlife and resource management laws, such as the amended Wildlife Act and Forest and Range Practices Act. However, the existing fragmented policy landscape for BC’s species at risk provides little legal mandate to actually protect and recover wildlife at risk or their habitat. For example a recent review found that eighty-seven per cent of known threatened and endangered species in British Columbia are not protected under BC’s laws or policies for species at risk (e.g., the IWMS policy of the Forest Range and Practices Act and the Wildlife Act) or under federal endangered species legislation (Species at Risk Act)
.  The sad reality is the vast majority of BC’s species and ecosystems at risk remain poorly protected by law.   Unless a solution is achieved, this problem will only get worse.
The Solution
The provincial government has recently shown itself to be a world leader by tackling climate change in an innovative and timely manner. There is a tremendous opportunity to also demonstrate leadership through the implementation of a simple, clear law to recover our wildlife and ecosystems at risk and to prevent species from becoming at risk in the first place by protecting their habitat. A new stand-alone Species and Ecosystem Protection Act (SEPA) will build on the government's bold moves on reducing greenhouse gases. If enacted, we will also be the first jurisdiction in Canada to ensure, in law, that the resiliency of our biological richness is maintained in the face of climate change - a key policy challenge raised by the IPCC for climate change adaptation purposes. For as noted by the IPCC, we must reduce non-climate stressors today in order to help biodiversity and ecosystems adapt to and withstand the impacts of climate change. 
A new Species and Ecosystem Protection Act (SEPA) is critical to maintaining, for present and future generations, the biological richness with which we are blessed with and the associated ecosystem services (e.g., water supply, climate regulation, pollination) that sustain the health and wellbeing of our communities. The majority of British Columbians care deeply about this issue
 and public support for SEPA is strong
. 

Ten Key Principles for an Effective SEPA

Studies of provincial and international species protection laws and best practices shows that laws based on the following key principles work to protect species and ecosystems at risk.
1. enshrine the principle that healthy ecosystems are essential to healthy human societies and economies;
2. recognize that biological diversity is essential to healthy ecosystems;
3. identify, protect and recover at-risk biodiversity throughout the province;
4. protect and recover biodiversity by protecting habitat;
5. identify, assess and develop recovery strategies for at-risk biodiversity on the basis of sound science;
6. incorporate global warming into policy, planning and management
7. enshrine the precautionary principle, the principle of intergenerational equity; and the polluter-pays principle;
8. require citizen, community and First Nations participation;
9. require accountability and transparency;
10. be funded; and be enforced
Legislation in British Columbia that incorporates the above key principles would provide the legal means for the effective protection and recovery of species and ecosystems at risk in Canada’s most biologically rich region, and thereby make us a leader in the protection of biodiversity and the associated ecosystem services that benefit the health and wellbeing of our communities.
� Of the hundreds of species assessed to date by government biologists, 43 % are of provincial conservation concern.  Source: Austin et al. 2008. Biodiversity BC. Victoria.


� Moola F., Page D., Connolly M., et al. 2007. Waiting for the Ark: the biodiversity crisis in British Columbia (Canada) and the need for a strong endangered species law. Biodiversity 8: 3-11.





� 88 percent of British Columbians agreed with the statement that “Species at risk protection and recovery in the area where I live is important to me.” Results were similar for protection of species at risk in other areas besides where the respondent lived. This poll is considered accurate to within ±4.0 percent 19 times out of 20. British Columbia Species at Risk Public Opinion Survey 2008: Final technical report. Vancouver, BC: University of British Columbia Collaborative for Advanced Landscape Planning. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sar-pos.ca/BC-SaR-POS_Final-Technical-Report_08-06-24.pdf" �www.sar-pos.ca/BC-SaR-POS_Final-Technical-Report_08-06-24.pdf�.








�88 percent of British Columbians support the creation of a single, effective provincial law to protect endangered species in BC. The results are considered accurate to within +/- 4.0 percent, 19-times-in-20.  Stratcom. 2008. BC Omnibus Summer 2008. 








